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Svava Bjarnason

Ms. Svava Bjarnason is the Senior Education Specialist at the International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private sector
arm of the World Bank Group that focuses on building the capacity of the private sector in emerging economies. In this
capacity, she participates in all of IFC’'s education investments globally. Ms. Bjarnason was the co-lead for the
development of the IFC’s report, Education for Employment: Realizing Arab Youth Potential and is actively engaged in its
implementation phase. Prior to joining the IFC in 2007, she was the Founding Director of the Observatory on Borderless
Higher Education and held a dual post as Director of Research and Strategy at the Association of Commonwealth
Universities based in London. She has served on numerous expert groups for the OECD and UNESCO.
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