
Young Women as a Catalyst for 

Change:  

 

An Enterprise-Based Solution to 

Energy Poverty 

 



Young 



Women 

Hold up Half the Sky 



Enterprise-based solution 

SMEs account for about half of GDP in 

rich countries and slightly less than 20 

percent in poor countries.  
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Young + women+ enterprise 

= 

Global impact 



Enterprise 

A market based approach leverages the 

economic engine of the entrepreneurial 

spirit 



Everyone an entrepreneur? 
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The key lies in finding the right 

motivations and rewards.   

 



Solar Sister provides economic opportunity to 

women, so it would seem obvious that money 

is our primary motivator.  



$ 



? 



Intrinsic Rewards 

1. Humans crave satisfying work, every single day. 

 



Intrinsic Rewards 

1. Humans crave satisfying work, every single day. 

 

2. We crave the experience or the hope of being 
successful.  

 



Intrinsic Rewards 

1. Humans crave satisfying work, every single day. 

 

2. We crave the experience or the hope of being 
successful.  

 

3. We crave social connection. 

 



Intrinsic Rewards 

1. Humans crave satisfying work, every single day. 

 

2. We crave the experience or the hope of being 
successful.  

 

3. We crave social connection. 

 

4. We crave meaning – the chance to be a part of 
something larger than ourselves. 



If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up the people to gather 

wood, divide the work, give orders. Instead, teach them to 

yearn for the vast and endless sea. 
- Antoine de Saint-Exupery, The Little Prince 



Nordstrom Rules 

  

•Rule #1:  

 

Use best judgment in all situations. There 

will be no additional rules. 





1.6 billion people donôt have access to electricity 



Families spend up to 30% of their income on kerosene 



$ 1 trillion market for off-grid energy solutions 



70% of those living without electricity are women & girls 



Women hold the purse strings  

for daily energy purchases 



Clean energy technology is available, affordable and 

appropriate for base-of-pyramid households.  But…  



…someone has to distribute it  



That someone is Solar Sister. 





Access to clean light especially benefits 

adolescent girls: 



Health and safety 



Solar Sister invests in women 

solar entrepreneurs 

• light  

• connectivity  

• better health 

• improved education 

• reduced CO2 

Commissions 

   Women’s Economic    Access to 
      Empowerment     clean energy 

• Household  

economic benefits 

Solar Sister 
 

Gross margin 

Sell clean 

energy 



Solar Sister 
Light. Hope. Opportunity.   



Young - women - enterprise 

Not your grandmotherõs NGO! 
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